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D E S I G N  P R O O F  ·  E V E R Y  E L E M E N T  O N C E

The plate is the page
Every issue repeats one signature move: a formula set
large, then a numbered symbol key beneath it.
Everything else is furniture arranged around that.

Bayes' theorem

SAY PARSE SCOPE PRODUCE

K E Y

Key idea. A formula is a tree, not a line. The
outermost operator is the first thing you need
and the last thing you reach.

SYMBOL SPOKEN WHAT IT IS

"P of — given —" a probability; conditioning is a ratio in disguise

"given" not division, not "or", not "such that"

S AY

Read it aloud

Read the plate aloud. If what comes out is "P E H P H", you have read glyphs, not
structure — say it again until the words are words.

0 name it 1 say it 2 parse it 3 write it 4 code it 5 read unaided

T H E  M A R G I N  C O L U M N

Fifty-five millimetres, 9.4pt — for
the note that would otherwise
interrupt the sentence.

Nothing here is a footnote.

P (H ∣ E) = ​

P (E)
P (E ∣ H) P (H)

 — the posterior: the chance of the
hypothesis once the evidence is in.

1 P (H ∣ E)

 — the likelihood: how well the
hypothesis predicted this evidence.

2 P (E ∣ H)

 — the prior: what you thought before
you looked.

3 P (H)

 — the evidence: how likely the
observation is at all.

4 P (E)

P ( ⋅ ∣ ⋅ )

∣


